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30 July 2021 
 
Term 3 is underway 
 
I am not completely sure how it happened, but it has. August is upon us and Term 3 is 
off to an interesting start.  The last two days of exams went off with anticipated 
efficiency.  The marking and moderation are underway and we are on schedule to have 
reports ready by Wednesday next week. 
 
We had our summer sports awards assembly today. My hearty congratulations to all 
the award winners.  It was very exciting to have Matthew Breetzke as our guest 
speaker.  Matthew has played cricket for the province and the country.  We appreciate 
his inspiring message to the school. 
 
 We will be continuing with non-contact sport sessions this term.  I would like to 

encourage everyone to attend at least one session per week.  We need to keep our 

physical selves in good shape for when things start up again. 

 
I know this seems to be chorus of my newsletters but I must commend Alex families for 
being very careful about managing our response to the pandemic.  I still need to remind 
everyone to keep a close eye on our children.  Check with them every day about 
symptoms and rather err on the side of caution. Any symptom, even a mild one should 
prompt you to keep them at home.  If your family is in quarantine, please let us know so 
that we can send work home.  If anyone tests positive, please let us know so that we 
can trace any contacts and let those parents know.  Our protocols are written on the 
assumption that everyone who enters the campus is an asymptomatic carrier of the 
Sars-Cov-2 virus.  Even if someone is found to the be carrying the bug, they should still 
not spread it to anyone else, if they follow the protocol.  Our combined community effort 
is the only way that we can hope to keep the campus safe. 
 
With the Matrics starting the trial exams from 30 August, we will be having the Grade 
11s attend school every day.  We are splitting the register classes and moving some of 
the larger classes to bigger venues to ensure that we still keep our distancing intact.  
We know that the more time they can spend at school, the better.  I know this will 
impact your transport logistics, so I hope that this is enough notice to start making 
those arrangements.  There are 4 days at the end of the term after the Matric trial 
exams are over when the Matrics will be back in class.  We will alternate the Grade 11s 
on those days to keep everyone safe.  From Term 4 the Grade 11s will be back full-
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time until they start their trial exams in 2022.  The primary schools are returning to full 
attendance from next week and there are discussions about requiring the High Schools 
to be back full-time at school, but the date has not yet been determined.  We would 
love to have everyone back at school full-time but we simply do not have the space to 
maintain the distances necessary.  Once the mandate has been given for us to return 
to full-time attendance, we will assess our ability to meet both safety and attendance 
requirements and make a decision that is right for our community. 
 
If you did not manage to conduct the textbook check during the holidays, please make 
sure that you check on all the textbooks issued to your child.  If you see any that are 
not covered in contact plastic or any that are looking a bit weary, please make sure that 
the issue is addressed.  If you need supplies, please send your child to Ms Felix and 
she will ensure that everything is supplied for the repair.  We need to work hard on this 
issue to ensure that the money we have is spent as efficiently as possible. 
 
Please keep yourself and your family safe this week 
 
Fond regards 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Ridgway 
Principal 


